Figure. Preoperativephotograph shows the adhesion between the tragus and the lateral aspect of the posterior external auditory canal.
A 31-month-old girl presented to the otolaryngology clinic with a history of a narrow left external meatus since birth. She had been born via a cesarean section , and her left auricle had been lacerated during the incision to ente r the uterus. The injury was repaired at that time, but it subsequently pro gressed to the point where an adhesion had formed between the tragus and the lateral aspect of the posterior ex-ternal auditory canal ( figure) .
Given the auricular deformity, the narrowing of the external meatus, and th e difficulty of visualizing her tympanic membrane, the patient was taken to the operating room for lysis of the adhesion. The cut ends were sutured in an interrupted fashion to prevent further adhesion. There were no complications, and her meatus remains widely patent.
